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          St. Mary’s Primary School

                   10 Whites Rd, Cabragh, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone BT70 3AN

 ( 028 87767356  Email: smccreesh642@c2kni.net
www.stmaryscabragh.com

16/03/2020

Dear Parent
Today, Peter Weir, the Education Minister wrote to all schools with the directive to remain open until such times as the Department of Education deems it necessary to close. While we must abide by this directive, the main concern of the Board of Governors is the health and safety of our whole school community. As a parent myself I completely understand the concerns that you are experiencing. 
Week beginning Monday 16th March
We had planned closures on Monday and Tuesday. We will also be closed on Wednesday 19th, Thursday 20th and Friday 21st. This will give the staff time to create resource packs which will be available for every child in the school.The packs will include paper based and online resources and will be distributed to homes when schools are instructed to close. 

We plan to reopen on Monday 23rd March but will review this on an ongoing basis. 

I am very aware that some of the children have underlying health conditions and/or have family members who are elderly or in bad health. In light of the impact that Covid-19 has on the elderly and those with an underlying condition you may decide that it is not suitable for your child to attend the school at this time. We as a school will support that decision and we will take steps to make sure your child will have opportunities to learn at home.
Should anyone in your house become unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, please do not send your child to school, even if they are not displaying symptons and follow the home isolation advice. This is the advice that the governors wish to highlight.
During this period we wish to limit visitors to school. 

· Parents/visitors are not permitted beyond the secretarys office and should not enter classrooms or walk down the school corridor.
· All trips and outside visits will be cancelled.
· Outside coaches/ visitors will not be permitted entry to school.
· It is likely that First Confession and First Holy Communion will not go ahead on the dates originally planned.
We urge everyone to follow Public Health Agency COVID-19 advice

· Be responsible and look after one another, especially our vunerable people.

· Have regard to social distancing.

· Practice healthy hygiene rules so that collectively we can curtail the spread of coronavirus in our community.
Please be assured that any actions we take will be with the best interests of the children in mind.
S McCreesh
Principal

Online Activities which could be completed at home by children during leave

Accelerated Reader (website) 

https://ukhosted52.renlearn.co.uk/2235012/ 

Pupils should continue to read books within their ZPD range for 25-30 minutes daily and complete AR quizzes online in order to achieve their target.  All children have their own AR usernames and passwords which they know or have written inside their Homework Diaries.  

Books can be borrowed from Dunganon library, mobile library van or use existing borrowed books from the school.  Books should be checked on https://www.arbookfind.co.uk so ensure they are on AR and what book level they are, how many points are available etc. 
Myon (Website)

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/index.html
Children can access up to 1000 books that are matched to their ZPD range and also their interests. They can then take a quiz on the book which will help them to reach their AR target.
Mathletics 

Children can complete set numeracy tasks and take part in mental arthmetic challenges.
C2k Newsdesk (Search online for My School)

A wonderful resource with news and information articles updated daily, along with activities and competitions for children to complete.  Pupils can select articles and complete the activities that interest them.  There is also a School Reporter section (which ties in well with the report writing completed in February), which enables children to write a topical report, upload it, and if it is approved, published on the Newsdesk website.

This resource is accessed through My School – pupils log in using their username and password that they would log on when in school – again recorded inside their Homework Diaries.

Epic! (app)

Children can read and wide variety of books (at various difficulty levels) online at no cost.  Pupils can in turn check if they are on AR.
